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(Editor's Note: Time capsule items are currently on display in the lobby of Kennedy Union on 
campus. They will be sealed in the capsule at 4 p.m. on Friday, April 20, during festivities on the 
Jesse Philips Humanities Center Plaza marking the end of UD's sesquicentennial celebration.) 
OF SPANISH RICE AND BASKETBALL-DIVING PRIESTS: 
SESQUICENTENNIAL ESSAY WINNERS OFFER VIGNETTES OF CAMPUS LIFE 
DAYTON, Ohio- University of Dayton alumni wrote about big, endless bowls of Spanish 
rice, electrical shocks in the shower in St. Joseph's dormitory, basketball-playing priests, Christmas 
on Campus and the "sadness in the naming of Kennedy Union." 
Students wrote "letters to the future," offering a glimpse of campus life at the turn of the 
century. The essays focused on the "sense of community" in University housing, the loss of 
Homecoming and the accomplishments of UD's Student Government Association. 
The winning entries in UD's sesquicentennial essay contest will be sealed in a time capsule 
at 4 p.m. on Friday, April20, during a ceremony on the Jesse Philips Humanities Center Plaza. 
The time capsule, which will also include such memorabilia as a gold-plated St. Joseph's medal, an 
autographed score of the commissioned sesquicentennial fanfare, Flyer NCAA and NIT ticket 
stubs, a list of faculty and staff who completed 150 hours or more of volunteer work and a 
message from the president, will be opened in 2050 when UD celebrates its bicentennial. 
John J. Larish wrote about his memories of campus life as though it were yesterday, not 
1947, when UD opened its doors to an influx of World War II veterans. Larish, a principal in 
Jonrel Imaging Consultants in Rochester, N.Y., won first place and a $100 cash prize for an essay 
that judges praised for its "nice selection of images" and "many fond memories of the quirky 
corners of campus life." 
Larish, 72, wrote about working with classmate Erma Fiste (Bombeck) on the campus 
newspaper, eating the nuns' standard fare of big bowls of Spanish rice and experiencing an electric 
shock if he wasn't careful reaching for the water valve in the shower in St. Joseph Hall, then a 
dormitory. "The walls were tin and the water was hot, but there was a surprise every time you 
used it," he wrote. Laughing about the memory over the phone, he added, "It was the effect of the 
chapel next door that saved all of our lives." 
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Larish, a Cleveland native who attended UD for two years as an electrical engineering 
student before graduating with a degree in business administration from Empire State College in 
New York, credits Marianist Brother George Drury for helping him receive financial assistance to 
enroll. "There was an education, friends and a depth of faith that has lived with me for these 
many years," he wrote. "Today UD is bigger, more diverse, and more highly recognized, but that 
same spirit still lives with all of us who spent time at the University of Dayton." 
Larish, who's written several books and hosts a Rochester NPR radio program, 
"Entrepreneur Talk," describes his campus memories as "truly deep and meaningful and 
powerful." His essay "came from the heart, very, very deeply from the heart." 
Raymond Muth, president of CNBcommerce.com and vice president of technology for 
Citizens National Bank in the Pittsburgh area, and Maureen O'Donnell Becker, a secretary in the 
registrar's office, shared second-place honors and received $50 each. Muth donated his prize to 
UD's campus ministry office. 
In his essay, Muth, who received a bachelor's degree in accounting and finance in 1981 and 
an MBA in 1982, described "holy ground" - the basketball courts outside of Stuart Hall. Here, 
two basketball-playing priests, "colossal giants of almost Biblical proportion," changed his life 
forever. He described the Rev. Jim Heft, UD's chancellor and professor of faith and culture, as a 
"6'5" rebounding machine. He was all arms and legs shouting orders on the court like a general in 
battle. I was so fascinated. Priests were playing basketball. How cool. But little did I know that 
basketball was just the carrot they both used to draw me into the world of Catholicism I never 
fully understood." 
Muth wrote the piece out of appreciation to Heft and the Rev. Ken Sommer who "took the 
time to care about a shy, confused boy who grew into a man" and help him discover his faith. 
"Although I am deeply honored to be a part of the time capsule, my sole motivation was to just 
say thank you. I had to somehow capture a snapshot of the magnificence of God, who reached 
down on the basketball court, right where I was," said Muth, who will become a father next 
month. "It would be neat if my child could one day read the words from her old dad, but I hope 
she'll be hearing me speak of the basketball priests for many years to come." 
Becker, who's marking her 25th year as a staff member at UD, wrote an essay filled with 
memories about campus life over more than four decades- the interruption of every Latin class 
by a fire drill, decorating a Christmas tree inside Marycrest Hall as part of Christmas on Campus, 
feeling sadness when Kennedy Union was named after the assassinated president. 
"My inspiration is with me daily as I walk across the UD campus," said Becker, who 
graduated from UD in 1975 with a bachelor's degree in English. "I am always aware of those 
who have gone before me, particularly those whom I actually knew, and often reminisce about one 
encounter or another." 
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Essays: Page 3 
Students in Marjorie Task's English 272 composition course wrote "Letters to the Future." 
Three won cash prizes of $100, $50 and $25, but all nine will be included in the time capsule, 
according to Kenneth Kuntz, chair of the sesquicentennial celebration team. Task suggested that 
the students write "a straightforward, possibly blunt, description of student life on campus 
written for college students. Make a point of not exaggerating or being ironic. There is a really 
good chance that your grandchildren might not pick up on the fact that you are kidding." 
Sophomore Whitney M. Greene's first-place essay "does a thorough job of describing 
students' homes away from home," one judge said. "It does provide a picture of life in what will 
someday be seen as this primitive era." The piece describes the variety of housing options on 
UD's campus, from traditional residence halls to houses in the student neighborhood, and praises 
the "sense of community" on campus. Greene, a public relations major from Louisville, closes with 
a desire for future students, "I hope you have air conditioning, I hope there's more parking, and I 
hope your experience at UD is as great as mine has been." 
Alison Knight, a sophomore communication management major from Cuyahoga Falls, 
described why safety concerns prompted the cancellation of Homecoming in her second-place 
piece. "Like any university, we have our problems. At this time, Homecoming is one of them. 
School officials are taking action to ensure that the reputation of the school is upheld, and 
ultimately to protect the unity of the students and alumni," she wrote. "I am confident that these 
issues will be resolved in an appropriate manner and Homecoming will once again be a vital 
tradition in 2051." 
The judges liked the way Knight talked about tradition and the need for UD to confront its 
problems. "This sets it apart from the others," one said. 
Travis Jeric, a junior political science major from Cleveland, wrote about student 
governance in his third-place essay. "SGA (Student Government Association) has always 
positioned themselves to represent the students with a strong voice," wrote Jeric, voicing concern 
about student apathy and periodic disagreements with the administration. 
"Students want to make a difference, and this essay details how some students use the 
system to go about that," one judge observed. "Readers a half century from now will be 
fascinated by the control- or perhaps lack of control - students of this ancient age had over 
policies at UD." 
The winning essays in both categories can be found at http://alumni.udayton.edu. 
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To arrange interviews with the winners or for more information about the contest, contact 
Teri Rizvi or Tim Bete at (937) 229-3241. For interviews about the sesquicentennial closing event, 
contact Ken Kuntz at (937) 229-3229 or (937) 294-4787 or Susan Sauer, chair of the 
sesquicentennial closing event, at (937) 229-2970. 
